
 

 

 

’ Interior designers have secret sources—especially those who focus on a luxury clientele 
with exacting needs, as we do at JLI. All of our interior design secrets come from highly trained craftsmen 

and artisans whose design tools enable us to execute client wishes and maintain the high standards that 
befit luxury interior design practices. Many work only with the trade, but some welcome business from the 

public. We recommend these trusted design sources from Chicago and beyond, and also thank them for 
sharing their skilled workmanship.  

Great framing can be confusing and costly.  More significantly, it’s part art, part science. 
one JLI secret source that fully satisfies both parts of the equation is Lake View Art Supply. Its guidance 
on custom frames is impeccable, and here's an extra benefit: the staff offers the same level of thoughtful 

advice when you purchase their readymade frames. When it comes to installing art, from a single work to 
salon-style grouping, art installer David Kargl, a fine artist in his own right, is who we speed dial. He excels 
in problem solving, from installation geography (from what to put where or how to craft the perfect gallery 
wall) to how to work with difficult wall surfaces. One creative example is a wood mount he created so we 

could attach a major piece of art to a mirrored wall. 

Furniture workshops are among every interior design team’s most closely guarded 
secrets. We have two treasured sources. Covers Unlimited can revive upholstered chairs, sofas, chaises and 

ottomans with revamped styling as well as fabrics in different textures, patterns and colors. This family 
business also crafts covers to protect outdoor furniture, and repairs and rebuilds frames, refinishes wood 

and refurbishes leather to restore its original patina.  Finishes by Partida, another luxury design source and 
family business, renews, restores and repairs wood furniture, cabinetry, and doors, but also can add glorious 
new luster to silver and gold leaf and bronze surfaces—a skill that’s hard to perfect and greatly needed in 

our industry. 

Once we install upholstered pieces, window treatments and carpets, we call on Fabric 
Life to protect to keep dirt away from luxury furnishings, and also protect them from UV rays and wear. 
For cleaning challenges, as well as expert pressing, steaming and renewal of furniture, drapery and pillows, 
we head to Davis Imperial Cleaners. Both companies use treatments that are hypoallergenic, odorless, don't 

leave residue or cause discoloration—and they know how to work with the high-end, and often tricky, 
fabrics that are used to fabricate these goods. For cleaning carpets and rugs, plus disaster restoration from 

spills, floods, fires, and moths, we work with world-class Mathew Klujian and Sons. 

Shaky harp, no finial, outdated shade or worn wiring that needs upgrading to 
meet American UL standards? All are common dilemmas with lamps, a functional and decorative essential 

we can't live without in the world of luxury interiors. Fortunately, we don't have to. A Lamp + Fixture 
Shoppe in Chicago and The Lamp Shader in Glenview each meet our lamp needs with a plethora of 

shades--including stock so you don't have to wait weeks for a custom order. In-house lamp "doctors" will 
update wiring, retrofit European lights, reconstruct chandeliers and meet other lighting challenges.  



 

 

 

Great choices abound to discover, restore and fix hardware. We especially like Al Bar 
in Wilmette for its impeccable service, plus its craftsmanship in working with historic and new finishes 

such as lacquer, wax and powder coating, as well as skill in replacing parts. Other luxury sources we 
gravitate to: The Nanz Company, manufacturer of handles, hinges and locks in finishes that range from 

pewter to nickel, brass, gold and verdigris; Katonah Architectural Hardware, custom designer and 
fabricator for traditional, contemporary, and period styles; and Studio 41, which bought the decorative 

hardware of legendary Clark and Barlow.  
 

’     

Lake View Art Supply 
www.lakeviewart.net  

3228 N. Lincoln Avenue, Chicago  |  773-296-6696 
 

David Kargl 
Arts Installation and Service LTD. 

4920 W. Pensacola Street, Chicago  |  312-550-1836

Covers Unlimited 
www.coversunlimitedinc.com  

329 W. 18th Street, Suite 406, Chicago  |  312-492-7860 
 

Finishes by Partida 
www.finishesbypartida.com  

3300 W. 48th Place, Chicago  |  630-863-9350

Fabric Life 
fabriclife.com  

122 N. Berteau Avenue, Bartlett  |  800-266-7023 
 

Davis Imperial Cleaners  
www.davisimperial.com  

3325 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Chicago  |  866-267-4560 
 

Mathew Klujian and Sons 
klujianrugs.com  

1421 W. Devon Avenue, Chicago  |  773-743-1300

http://www.lakeviewart.net/
http://www.coversunlimitedinc.com/
http://www.finishesbypartida.com/
http://fabriclife.com/
http://www.davisimperial.com/
http://klujianrugs.com/


 

 

 

A Lamp + Fixture 
www.alampandfixture.com  

3181 N. Elston Avenue, Chicago  |  773-866-0220 

The Lamp Shader 
www.thelampshader.com  

1710 MacLean Court, Glenview  |  847-998-1220

Al Bar 
www.albarwilmette.com  

127 Green Bay Road, Wilmette  |  847-251-0187 
 

The Nanz Company 
www.nanz.com  

By appointment  |  312-324-3105 
 

Studio 41 
www.shopstudio41.com  

225 W. Hubbard Street, Chicago  |  312-321-5900 
 

http://www.alampandfixture.com/
http://www.thelampshader.com/
http://www.albarwilmette.com/
http://www.nanz.com/
http://www.shopstudio41.com/

